
Cradle-to-Career Governing Board Staff Report

Date Report Issued: October 18, 2023
Attention: Members of Cradle-to-Career Governing Board
Subject: Recent Bagley-Keene Amendments
Staff Contact: Julia Blair, General Counsel

At this meeting, the Governing Board (Board) will have the opportunity to learn
about amendments to the Bagley-Keene Act which governs requirements for
meetings of the Board and advisory boards.

Requested Action:
There is no requested action for this item. This is an informational item only.

Background:
Education Code sections 10864(f) and 10865(d) state that the Board and
statutorily created advisory boards are subject to the requirements of the
Bagley-Keene Open Meeting Act. Generally the requirements of Bagley-Keene
are designed to promote transparency and provide members of the public an
opportunity to observe and comment on business before a state body.

As a result of the COVID-19 emergency, certain provisions of the Bagley-Keene
Open Meeting Act were waived by executive orders issued by the Governor to
protect public health by limiting public gatherings and requiring social
distancing. Those waivers were extended through additional executive orders
and legislation. Most recently Senate Bill (SB) 143 included an extension of the
waivers through December 31, 2023. SB 143 was intended to serve as a bridge to
the potential passage of SB 544, which was passed in September and will take
effect January 1, 2024.

SB 544 among other things, allows for remote participation of board members
without including their location in the meeting notice if either a majority of
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https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=EDC&division=1.&title=1.&part=7.&chapter=8.5.&article=
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fleginfo.legislature.ca.gov%2Ffaces%2FbillNavClient.xhtml%3Fbill_id%3D202320240SB544&data=05%7C01%7CJulia.Blair%40c2c.ca.gov%7C0241c960a8c2457db2d508dbb4b5a506%7Cea45f7b107d749a8b8f537136ec9382d%7C0%7C0%7C638302464472653641%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5NffNXccE0kSzQI43rcfsRtmOuFQpkG8fusst3IBGNg%3D&reserved=0


members are participating in person at the same location or the member
discloses a need based on a disability. This amendment also, under specified
circumstances, authorizes a member of the state body to participate from an
undisclosed remote location, which would not be required to be noticed or
accessible to the public. Specifically, the bill authorizes a member’s remote
participation if the other members who are physically present at the same
teleconference location constitute a majority of the state body. The bill also
temporarily removes the requirement for a teleconference meeting of a state
body that is an advisory board, advisory commission, or similar, to have a
quorum of members present at a primary physical meeting location where the
public can participate. Instead, at least one staff member of the state body
must be present. These provisions will sunset on January 1, 2026.
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