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What is the 
California College 

Guidance Initiative (CCGI)?
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The California College Guidance Initiative (CCGI)

Founded in 2013, CCGI is an equity-focused nonprofit that manages 
CaliforniaColleges.edu, the state of California’s official college and 
career planning and transition platform.

CCGI seeks to: 
1) Ensure that all California high school seniors graduate with a plan for 

life after high school.

2) Simplify and streamline college and financial application processes.

3) Provide K-12 educators and postsecondary systems with the data 
they need to make accurate and timely decisions that impact student 
success.
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Participation

Current
CCGI partners with 107 school 
districts serving more than 
700,000 6th-12th grade 
students.

2022-23
There are 36 districts in the 
queue for Fall 2022, which will 
bring our total reach to more 
than 1 million 6th-12th grade 
students.
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College & 
Career 

Planning

Technical 
Assistance for 
Data Accuracy 

Manage CaliforniaColleges.edu and associated infrastructure, 
tools, and 6th-12th grade college and career planning lessons.

Training & 
User Support

Facilitate K-12 course-data review and cleanliness process to 
ensure “a-g” courses are flagged accurately.

Train educators in use of CaliforniaColleges.edu functionality, 
support planning for integration of its tools in classroom and 
counseling interventions, and provide user support.

CCGI’s Approach

5

Provide secure method to match student identifiers and 
transmit transcript data across educational systems.

Secure 
Matching
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Video Overview of CaliforniaColleges.edu

https://player.vimeo.com/video/607591317?texttrack=en&autoplay=1


The College Counseling Landscape
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Counselor : Student Ratio

– Recommended: 1:250

– California: 1:622



What We Provide:

Lessons
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Financial Aid Lessons on CaliforniaColleges.edu

Helping students learn about, plan 
for, and apply for financial aid.
– Self-guided, grade-level-specific 

lessons.
– Covering the whole process, from 

planning to applying to selecting 
the right financial aid offer.

– Customized FAFSA and CADAA 
lesson paths. 

– Students can launch and monitor 
financial aid applications from 
within their accounts.
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Financial Aid Lessons: Educator Experience
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https://vimeo.com/681623768?texttrack=en&autoplay=1


What We Provide:

Tools
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“a-g” Subject Matter Requirements

A HISTORY / SOCIAL SCIENCE

B

C MATHEMATICS

ENGLISH

D SCIENCE

F VISUAL & PERFORMING ARTS

E LANGUAGE OTHER THAN ENGLISH

G COLLEGE PREPARATORY ELECTIVE
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What is “a-g” Mismatch? 

Discrepancies between the way 
“a-g” courses are listed in a 
districts student information 
system (SIS) and how they are 
listed in the Course 
Management Portal (CMP).
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Course Title in SIS Course Title in CMP

Med Sci II Ethics in Business

Algebra 2A/2B Algebra I

Character and Scene Theater 1

Chemistry Honors A/B
AP Chemistry Chemistry and Ag Science



CSU and UC Eligibility Tools

In partner districts, the 
CSU and UC Eligibility 
Tools allow students to 
quickly track their 
progress toward meeting 
“a-g” requirements. 



“a-g” Mismatch Identification

Students’ “a-g” courses are verified against the Course Management 
Portal, and mismatched courses are identified in yellow. 



CSU and UC Eligibility Tools - Reporting



What We Provide:

Streamlined Application Processes
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Students can launch CCC, CSU, UC*, FAFSA, and California Dream 
Act applications from within their accounts and track submissions.

College & Financial Aid Application Integrations

* Partner Districts only.



California Student Aid Commission (CSAC)

Helps match the two data elements required for 
determination of Cal Grant eligibility.

Community College
. 

Provide transcript data to support multiple measures placement.

CaliforniaColleges.edu
+

Technical Assistance

CSU System

More efficient and accurate admissions process. 
Better first-year academic placement. 

Reduces delays in admission and financial aid.

University of California

Currently only serves our K-12 partners.
In planning stages for use for course verification.

Data to Advance Equity in Postsecondary Education



Applications (2021-2022 Academic Year)

Segment Applications Submitted
(7/1/21 through 2/15/22)

California Community Colleges* 120,577

California State University 122,327

University of California 25,161

FAFSA/CADAA 10,964
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Cal State Apply

https://vimeo.com/630480068/f24df976a1


Streamline Applications

22

Pre-populates 
Applications

“Real Time” Data 
Exchange 

Able to Track 
Application Status

Provides Data to 
Receiving Agency

CCCApply ✘ ✔ ✔ ✔

Cal State 
Apply ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

University of 
California 
Application

✘ ✘ ✔ ✘



Meeting the Objectives of the C2C Legislation
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The Cradle-to-Career System (AB 132) Requires CCGI to…
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Provide college, career, & financial aid planning lessons.

Audit “a-g” data against CMP & provide Technical Assistance for data clean-up.

Provide a one stop platform to launch and track applications to higher ed and 
financial aid.

Pre-populate & streamline admissions/financial aid applications for all systems.

Transmit students’ Cal Grant GPA.

Develop additional tools as specified.



Enhancements Required by the Legislation (AB 132)
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Aligned Communication
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Align communication/promotion of CaliforniaColleges.edu as the 
state’s official platform for college and financial aid planning and 
applications.

Aligned Communication
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Infrastructure for Student Success
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– Multiple Measures Placement (AB 705): Provides students’ 
coursework data along with application, which can guide more 
accurate decisions about first-year placement. 

– Universal FAFSA (AB 469): Financial aid lessons walk students 
step-by-step through the process of choosing the correct application 
type (FAFSA or CADAA), launching and monitoring their 
applications, and selecting a financial aid package.

– “a-g” Completion Improvement Grants ($547.5 Million over       
5 years): Improve data accuracy, provide visibility for students and 
parents, give educators easily-actionable data to support more 
intentional placement decisions.
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Infrastructure to Implement Student Success Policies & Investments



Questions?
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