Kate Shirley Akers, PhD
Vice President, Policy Implementation and Best Practices
Data Quality Campaign

Kate is the Vice President, Policy Implementation and
Best Practices for the Data Quality Campaign. She leads
the development and execution of DQC's policy
implementation activities and provides thought
leadership and support on DQC activities that support
state and local efforts to adopt policy and practices
that make data work for communities.

| Before joining DQC in 2024, Kate was the Associate Vice
B Chancellor and Chief Data Officer for Pennsylvania’s

State System of Higher Education (PASSHE). In this role,
she served as an advisor to the Chancellor, oversaw the Advanced Data Analytics

shared service team, and worked closely with university staff and faculty to collect
accurate, timely data and created actionable research and reports for the System.
Prior to PASSHE, Kate was the Executive Director of the Kentucky Center for Statistics,
(KYSTATS), Kentucky's comprehensive, centralized, longitudinal data system. KYStats is
responsible for producing meaningful, actionable statistics on Kentucky's education
and workforce system. She received national recognition as an education data
strategist and thought leader in the areas of longitudinal data and data governance.

Based outside of Louisville Kentucky, Kate has a bachelor’'s degree in Mathematics from
Transylvania University. After discovering her passion for education research and
longitudinal data, she then pursued an MSEd in Higher Education and a graduate
certificate in college teaching and learning from the University of Kentucky. She
received her Ph.D. in educational policy studies and evaluation with an emphasis on
quantitative research methods, measurement, and evaluation from the University of
Kentucky. She is also a Strategic Data Project fellow alum.
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