
 
 

Type of Debt Data 
Voting Option for Fall 2024 Proposals from the Data and Tool Advisory Board 

 
This document provides background information to support prioritization of 
potential new data points for the Cradle-to-Career (C2C) Data System P20W 
data set. P20W data points include data uploaded directly by data providers, 
as well as metrics that are calculated from the information shared by data 
providers. P20W data points will be used to populate dashboards and a query 
builder tool. When the data request process becomes available, users may 
request other formulations of metrics that are generated from the information 
shared by data providers.  
 
Staff from the Office of Cradle to Career Data (Office) worked with Advisory 
Board members who submitted proposals to provide greater specificity about 
the suggested item. 
 
Proposal Name  
Student Debt at California Colleges and Universities 
 
Type of Data Point 
Based on an initial review of the proposal, the Office notes that the amounts of 
several types of debt for CCC, CSU, and UC students are currently in the P20W 
data set. However, there is not detailed information on the types of federal 
loans. Therefore, the proposal provides recommendations on new federal loan 
data elements and on how to create dashboard visualizations. 
 
Proposed Data Point Construction 
In consultation with the Advisory Board member who proposed the data point, 
the Office operationalized the proposal to provide information on types of debt 
by creating 2 metrics.  
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1)​ Federal Loans to Students - The postsecondary student received a direct 
federal loan 
Example: A 28 year old student received a $4,000 federal direct loan 
each year to help cover the cost of earning a bachelor’s degree in 
accounting at CSU Dominguez Hills. He graduates after five years. The 
amount of federal direct loans would be $20,000. 
 

2)​ Federal Loans to Parents - The parents of the postsecondary student 
received a federal loan 
Example: The parents of an 18 year old student receive $10,500 per year 
to cover the costs of her attendance at UC Berkeley to earn a bachelor’s 
in political science. She graduates in four years. The amount of federal 
loan to her parents would be $42,000. 
 

Data Points for the Proposed Visualization 
 

C2C would develop a dashboard that shows the amount of different types of 
debt held by college graduates and students who have exited higher 
education, based on metrics already in the P20W data set. The data points that 
would be utilized are: 
 

●​ Amount of institutional loans 
●​ Amount of state loans 
●​ Amount of federal loans to students 
●​ Amount of federal loans to parents 
●​ Amount of private loans 

 
Proposed Visualization 
 
The visualization would be included in the Financial Aid Dashboard. 
 
Users would be able to see: 

●​ The amount of loans in each of the five loan categories 
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The dashboard would allow users to disaggregate results by the following 
characteristics: 

●​ Institution attended 
●​ Age bracket 
●​ Gender 
●​ Race/ethnicity 
●​ K-12 socioeconomically disadvantaged status 
●​ Program of study 
●​ Graduation status 
●​ Debt at the point of bachelor’s degree attainment 
●​ Debt incurred between completing a bachelor’s degree and exiting a 

graduate degree program 
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