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Introduction
What’s a “learning agenda”?
A learning agenda helps to focus attention and activities on the evidence 
needed to solve big problems.

Building a learning agenda identifies evidence needs and gaps aligned with strategic goals and 
objectives by asking: 

● What is it that our team needs to do?

● What do we need to know to do it best? 

● What do we wish we knew? 

● When do we need to know it? 

● What type and standard of evidence will we need to convince whom?



Introduction
What’s a “learning agenda”?
Thinking strategically about learning needs limits ad hoc/ scattered efforts, and the 
associated inefficient resource use, instead prioritizing those questions that, when 
answered, can inform pressing decisions and move the needle on high-priority goals.

Learning Agendas can help to inform 
“fit for purpose” assessment and evaluation

Reduce duplicative spend and provide 
anchor for investment (of dollars, effort)

Demand signal to often uncoordinated ecosystem

https://oes.gsa.gov/assets/toolkits/A_Guide_to_Developing_your_Agency's_Learning_Agenda.pdf


Background
Is this a real thing?
The bipartisan 2018 Evidence Act (signed by President Trump) made 
Learning Agendas a statutory requirement, anchored in the 2010 
Government Performance and Results Modernization Act. 



Examples
But who uses “learning agendas”?
While required for all agencies, even prior to 2018 the Departments of 
Health and Human Services, Housing and Urban Development, and 
Labor offer great examples relevant to C2C topics:

HUD's Office of Policy Development and Research first developed developed the HUD 
Research Roadmap in 2013 to guide its research priorities and investments. 

For its first research roadmap, which guides the Office of Policy Development and 
Research priorities from 2014 to 2018, HUD solicited input from members of the 
academic community, practitioners, and federal, state, and local policymakers. 

These conversations helped determine the most pressing research questions that HUD 
should pursue. HUD recorded nearly 1,000 comments, which were narrowed down 
into distinct research projects to answer the prioritized research questions 
encompassing different aspects of the agency's mission: 

● housing affordability (markets)
● housing affordability (programs)
● policy lessons from the Moving to Work expansion
● energy and resilience
● education, health, mobility, place-based strategies 
● crosscutting/other

In addition to guiding HUD’s research projects, the roadmap also helps inform fiscal 
year budget requests to Congress. 

HHS Strategic Goal 3: Strengthen Social Well-being, Equity, 
and Economic Resilience
HHS works to strengthen the economic and social well-being of 
Americans across the lifespan. 

Human Services Priority Questions
● To what extent do HHS programs and policies provide 

effective and innovative pathways leading to equitable 
economic success for all individuals and families?

● What are the impacts of HHS programs and policies on 
strengthening early childhood development and 
expanding opportunities to help children and youth thrive 
equitably within their families and communities?

● What effective strategies or combinations of strategies 
expand access to high-quality services for older adults 
and people with disabilities, and their caregivers, to 
support increased independence and quality of life?
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Examples
…have good things come from them?

An 
implementation 
evaluation 
question!



Discussion
How might C2C use a learning agenda?
● To elevate the questions your respective communities prioritize most 

● To provide an additional opportunity to engage stakeholders to be bought in (and 
meaningfully shape) C2Cs efforts

● To prioritize external research data requests

● To prioritize which new data to pursue (or not)

● To matchmake partnerships between the state and external researchers 

What else can you think of?


